
 
 

Winter Greetings from the APHA Ethics Section 
 
December 11, 2017 
 
Dear Ethics Section Members- 
 
Greetings! I am delighted to take this opportunity to introduce myself as your 
new section chair. As many of you know, Stephanie St. Pierre stepped down as 
chair in October and I, as the chair-elect, assumed the role immediately 
thereafter. I would like to thank Stephanie for her time and service to the section. 
I would also like to thank many of you for your guidance during this time of 
transition. Your steadfast support and encouragement are deeply appreciated!  
 
I wanted to take a moment to reflect on some of our successes at APHA’s 2017 
annual meeting in Atlanta. Our section offered some pretty amazing sessions covering a wide 
range of critical topics, including ethical considerations related to end of life care, education and 
practice, and conducting research in challenging situations. We were very pleased to host an 
annual meeting theme-related session, “Ethics, Environmental Justice, and Climate Change”, 
while our session on “Social Justice, Disparities, and Human Rights” drew more than 100 
attendees. Our two poster sessions were well received and we were delighted to highlight the 
work of our student members. We would like to thank our presenters for sharing their work and 
many of you for volunteering your time as session moderators and abstract reviewers. I would 
also like to recognize Betty Wolder-Levin and Lillian Mehran for their hard work in developing and 
coordinating our program this year. Our section’s contributions in APHA policymaking were also 
recognized by several APHA members as many in the APHA community sought the advice and 
counsel of our policy committee. Special thanks go to Andrea Lowe and her team for their 
diligence in providing thoughtful feedback and commentary on proposed APHA policies.  
 
We have some exciting progress to share on the revised Public Health Code of Ethics, first 
adopted in 2002. We are now in the process of collecting feedback and welcome your thoughts. 
The draft code can be accessed here and a short survey is available here. Many thanks go to 
Lisa M. Lee, Bruce Jennings, and the rest of the task force members for dedicating their time and 
expertise throughout this entire process.  
 
Please take a moment to read through the rest of the newsletter as there are several great 
opportunities to become involved in the section, important results from the 2017 APHA officer 
elections, and thirteen policy statements approved by the Governing Council. To all who have 
volunteered, thank you! To those who are thinking about volunteering, please reach out! We’ll 
also make sure to keep you up to date with the latest happenings throughout the next year via 
our quarterly newsletter and monthly updates on our important initiatives. Special thanks to Greg 
Pavela for his efforts in keeping us in touch with each other!  
 
On behalf of the entire leadership team, we would like to extend our warmest wishes for a peaceful 
and pleasant holiday season and look forward to working with you in 2018!  
 
Cheers! 
Selena E. Ortiz, PhD, MPH 
Chair, Ethics Section 

https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/membergroups/ethics/phce_draft.ashx
https://pennstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_25khOGFlIEX2z41
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Updates from Committees and Task Forces 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Program Planning Committee 
 
The call for abstracts for the 2018 Annual Meeting is now live! Please consider submitting an 
abstract for consideration; the deadline is February 20, 2018. The Ethics Section encourages 
submissions from students and public health practitioners. Abstracts that are framed to fit with 
the 2018 theme ('Health Equity Now') are encouraged, but all submissions that address issues 
of public health ethics are welcome. 
 
A call for reviewers will go out in early January; please also consider serving as a reviewer! 
 
Finally, congratulations to Jody Vogelzang on being the 2019 program chair. Jody will be 
working with Lillian Mehran to oversee Ethics Section programming for the 2018 Annual 
Meeting.  
 
Awards Committee 
 
This year the Awards Committee presented its first awards for a student poster and a student 
oral presentation.  The award criteria were developed last year and included a scoring rubric, so 
all applicants could be judged by the same standards.   
 
The Committee announced the following awards at the Annual Meeting:   
 

Student Poster of the Year Award to Jesse Walsh from Boston University School of 
Public Health 
Student Oral Presentation Award to Kelsey Berry from Harvard University Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences 

 
Congratulations to both students! 
  
The Ethics Section has other awards that are just waiting for qualified nominees, including the 
Distinguished Career Award and the Outstanding Practice in Public Health Ethics Award. 
Please see the Ethics “News and Events” page for the application information. 
 
Questions? Please contact Jody Vogelzang, Chair, Awards Committee (vogelzjo@gvsu.edu) 
  
 
Membership Committee 
 
Harry Perlstadt reports the following results for the APHA 2017 Officer Elections: 
  
President Elect 
Pamela M. Aaltonen, PhD, RN Associate Head and Professor Emerita Purdue University 
School of Nursing 
  
Speaker of the Governing Council 
Linda Rae Murray, MD, MPH, FACP Adjunct Assistant Professor School of Public Health 
University of Illinois 
  

https://apha.confex.com/apha/2018/ethics.htm
https://www.apha.org/apha-communities/member-sections/ethics/news-and-events
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Executive Board Members 
  
Four-year Term: 2017-2021 
Donna K. Beal, MPH, MCHES Vice President, Program Services and Advocacy Alzheimer’s 
Association 
  
Catherine L. Troisi, PhD, MS Associate Professor  University of Texas (UTHealth) School of 
Public Health Adjunct Faculty Baylor College of Medicine 
  
Deanna Wathington, MD, MPH, FAAFP Dean and Professor, School of Graduate Studies, and 
Executive Dean and Professor, Petrock College of Health Sciences Bethune-Cookman 
University Affiliate Professor, Department of Community and Family Health University of South 
Florida 
  
Fills a vacancy three-year term: 2017-2020 
Eldonna Chesnut, RN, MSN Division Director of Child Care Licensing Johnson County Public 
Health Department, Olathe, Kansas 
  
Public Policies 
Governing Council approved 13 policy statements. 
20171 Enhancing public health research, practice 
20172 Supporting the National Physical Activity Plan  
20173 Support for universal preschool 
20174 Reforming workers’ compensation  
20175 Appropriate language in worker safety  
20176 Occupational inorganic lead standards 
20177 Working conditions for food, farm workers 
20178 Housing and homelessness as a public health issue 
20179 Income inequality and health 
201710 Protecting children’s environmental health 
201711 Health effects of air pollution 
201712 Advancing the “One Health” approach 
201713 Environmental health risks in schools 
  
Not approved 
C1, Addressing Law Enforcement Violence 
C2, UN Accountability and the Haitian Cholera Epidemic. 
 
Policy Committee 
 
The Policy Committee is welcoming new Committee members to assist with APHA policy 
statement manuscript development and reviews; as well as anyone interested in participating in 
an ad-hoc group to review and provide recommendations for Ethics Section support of letters, 
memos, and other items circulated among APHA sections.   
 
If interested, please contact Ethics Policy Chair, Andrea Lowe, at andrealowe48@gmail.com.  
 
The next Policy Committee meeting will be held on Monday, January 15th 12:00 PM EST/9:00 
AM PST. No prior policy experience is necessary!  
 
 
 

mailto:andrealowe48@gmail.com
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Ethics Code Task Force 
 
The Ethics Code Task Force has distributed a request for comments on the draft 
revised Public Health Code of Ethics to multiple stakeholders. The following message 
was distributed earlier this month (and you likely received an email from the Ethics 
Section as a section member): 
 

The APHA Ethics Section is working on updating the Public Health Code of Ethics, initially 
adopted in 2002. As part of our engagement plan, we are reaching out to the public health 
community for review and comment on the initial draft revision (PDF). 
We ask for your help with this important process. Please review draft and respond to 
this short survey. 
 
The survey solicits feedback on key areas of the draft code and provides opportunities for 
you to provide further insight and specific commentary. To ensure that we obtain as much 
input as possible, we hope you will help us by forwarding the links to the draft and the 
survey to your leadership and members who have an interest in public health ethics. 
 
We would like to begin incorporating partner feedback in early 2018, so would appreciate 
receiving your survey responses no later than Feb. 28, 2018. All survey responses will be 
considered confidential, and the identities of responding organizations and individuals will 
not be included in any report or summary. 
Once the Task Force created by the Ethics Section has reviewed comments and finalized 
the code, it will be recommended for official adoption by APHA. In addition, we will share it 
with you and invite you to share with your members. 
 
If you have any questions or would like further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact Lisa M. Lee or Bruce Jennings. Thank you in advance; we look forward to your 
thoughts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa M. Lee, Co-Chair, PH Code of Ethics Task Force 
Bruce Jennings, Co-Chair, PH Code of Ethics Task Force 
Selena E. Ortiz, Chair, Ethics Section  

 
Ongoing Activities 
 
We note here that the following groups and contact persons are active and receptive to 
volunteers.  
 
Communications Committee: Greg Pavela (pavela@uab.edu) 
Accreditation Task Force: Jeff Spike (jeffrey.p.spike@uth.tmc.edu) and Lynn Bush 
(lwb25@cumc.columbia.edu)  
Nominations Committee: Craig Klugman (cklugman@depaul.edu) 
 
A Final Note 
 
Anything we missed that ought to have been included? Let us know: pavela@uab.edu. We can 
send out a separate announcement to all members or put it in the next newsletter. Until then! 
 

https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/membergroups/ethics/phce_draft.ashx
https://pennstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_25khOGFlIEX2z41
mailto:phcodeofethics@gmail.com
mailto:eb4.brucejennings@gmail.com
mailto:pavela@uab.edu

