
 
 

Spring Greetings from the APHA Ethics Section 
 
Greetings Members of the Ethics Section! 
 
As the spring semester ends and we allow ourselves to fantasize about 
unusually productive summers, we have many updates to share about 
section activities, APHA 2018 conference planning, and the contributions 
and accomplishments of section members.  
 
A key goal of any new APHA section is introducing themselves to the 
broader APHA community and explaining the importance of their work to 
public health. In our case, that’s making the case for the importance of 
ethics in public health research, practice, and education. One of the most important tools we have 
to establish ourselves as a section is offering thoughtful conference programming that attracts 
attendees and excites their interest in public health ethics. To that end, Lillian Mehran, Jody 
Vogelzang, and the Program Planning Committee are performing important work, making sure 
we offer compelling programming in San Diego. Their committee received over 70 abstracts for 
consideration at this year’s annual meeting and, to the credit of our section members, almost as 
many volunteers to review manuscripts! Please see the Program Planning Committee section for 
additional details.  
 
Another important tool we have to establish ourselves as a section is the development and review 
of policy statements. Policy statements are developed by APHA members and sections and 
address some of the most pressing public issues today. For proposed policy statements to 
become the official policy of APHA, they must be approved by the APHA Governing Council at 
the Annual Meeting, ordinarily after review and comment by sections. Andrea Lowe and the 
Policy Committee work hard to review and critique policy proposals submitted to our section for 
comment.  Oftentimes, numerous policy proposals are submitted for review with quick turn-around 
times, and volunteers are needed to assist with reviews. Section leadership thus extends a special 
thank you to the following Policy Committee members and volunteers for their efforts: Larry Figgs, 
Demoncheri Harris, Andrea Lowe, Patrick Masseo, Karen Meagher, Harry Perlstadt, and Edward 
Strickler. 
 
The health of a section also depends on the engagement of its members and cultivation of future 
leadership. Student engagement is thus essential and we’d like to recognize our student liaison, 
Chintan Bhatt, for publishing his first  peer-reviewed publication, Medicaid Expansion and Infant 
Mortality in the United States.  

We’ll continue to highlight the accomplishments of our members in this newsletter and on social 
media. If you have anything you’d like us to share with the section, let us know!  

 

Finally, please review the revised Ethics Section awards list—there many deserving APHA 
members—and section awards are an effective way to both recognize the contributions of 
others and further establish ourselves as a section.  

 

 

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.304218
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.304218
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Updates from Committees and Task Forces 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Program Planning Committee 
 
Thank you to all those who submitted abstracts to the Ethics Section, and also to those who 
reviewed abstracts. Program development is now underway! 
 
We received over 70 abstracts and almost as many reviewers. Thank you so much to everyone 
that reviewed! All abstracts underwent review and work has begun on putting 
the program together. As part of the initial stage of program development, we will be looking 
at whether we have abstracts that would combine well with other Sections, Caucuses or Forums 
for collaborative sessions. A survey about best business meeting times will go out in the next few 
weeks. 
 
Our section’s average attendance significantly increased from 2016 to 2017. We had the 45th 
highest average attendance in 2016 (out of 57 groups), and we bumped up to 24th highest in 
2017 (out of 56 groups). Average attendance per session went from ~29 to 42. Session 
attendance is important because it is one of the factors APHA uses to determine how many 
sessions each section is allotted at the annual meeting, along with the number of Section 
members that register for the meeting.  
 
If you have any ideas, questions, or interest in volunteering for the program planning committee, 
please contact Lillian Mehran, Program Chair, 2018 (ethicsprogramchair@gmail.com) 
 
Awards Committee 
 
We all know a fellow member or student member who excels in the profession and is deserving 
of recognition. Now is your chance to nominate yourself or a fellow APHA member for one of the 
awards!  There are three award categories (see below for additional information about each 
category).  
 
At last year’s annual meeting, the Awards Committee presented its first awards for a student 
poster and a student oral presentation.  The Student Poster of the Year Award went to Jesse 
Walsh from Boston University School of Public Health and the Student Oral Presentation 
Award to Kelsey Berry from Harvard University Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Key Information: 
 
For all three awards, complete applications will include:   
o Award nomination form submitted by a current member of the APHA Ethics Section 
o One support letter written by someone other than the person submitting the nomination 
o An individual may not receive the same award more than once 

Deadline: Submit via the online form to vogelzjo@gvsu.edu by May 31, 2018. Questions? 
Contact the APHA Ethics Section Award Committee Chair, Jody Vogelzang, at 616-331-5059 or 
vogelzjo@gvsu.edu.  

 

 

mailto:vogelzjo@gvsu.edu
mailto:vogelzjo@gvsu.edu
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DISTINGUISHED CAREER AWARD 
Description: The Distinguished Career Award recognizes an APHA member's outstanding 
support and inspiration to the practice and integration of ethics in the area of public health.  The 
award recognizes work that has promoted or significantly contributed to ethics in public health 
within or outside APHA.  The awardee will be invited to speak at one of the designated ethics 
section presentations at APHA.  

Criteria: The nominee demonstrates all of the following qualities: 
 Contributed to the support and integration of ethics in public health  
 Inspired the practice of ethics in public health 
 Catalyzed action resulting in increased understanding of public health ethics inside or 

outside of APHA 

OUTSTANDING PRACTICE IN PUBLIC HEALTH ETHICS  
Description: The Outstanding Practice in Public Health Ethics award recognizes exemplary 
integration of ethical theory and behavior in a specific area of public health. The work of the 
nominee must have been shared at the regional, national, or international level.      

Criteria: The nominee demonstrates both of the following qualities: 
 Applied ethical framework in a specific area of public health 
 Presented work at the regional, national, or international level 

THE DANIEL SWARTZMAN PUBLIC HEALTH ETHICS LECTURE 
Description: The Daniel Swartzman Public Health Ethics Lecture recognizes higher education 
faculty and staff for displaying excellence in teaching public health ethics in a college/university 
setting. The nominee expands the application of ethics in public health, demonstrates 
leadership in the public health ethics community, and brings public health ethics concerns to 
policy making. 

The Lecture is held in the spring at the University of Illinois Chicago. The awardee will be the 
featured speaker the year following the award. 

Criteria: The nominee demonstrates the following qualities: 
 Excellence in teaching public health ethics 
 Demonstrates application of ethics in public health 
 Exhibits leadership in the public health ethics community 
 Advocates for public health ethics in policy making 

Questions? Please contact Jody Vogelzang, Chair, Awards Committee (vogelzjo@gvsu.edu) 
 
Membership Committee 
 
The Ethics Section is currently seeking a Chair for the Membership Committee and volunteers to 
assist the Chair. Individuals who enjoy or would like experience in developing and enacting 
membership recruitment and retention efforts as well as collecting, organizing, and analyzing 
membership statistics are encouraged to apply. The Membership Chair participates with other 
Component leaders in quarterly calls about broader APHA membership issues as part of the 
APHA Committee on Membership. 
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As a key member of the leadership team, the Membership Chair will work with others to develop 
and maintain active communication with our members and to achieve the section's strategic goals. 
Interested persons may contact Selena Ortiz (Section Chair-elect) at seortiz@psu.edu for further 
information. Many thanks to Harry Perlstadt who has stayed on in this role well beyond the time 
expected when he took it on!! 
 
Is your membership up to date?  If not, please renew ASAP! 
 
Nominations Committee 
 
The nominations period has ended, and the section successfully recruited a number of individuals 
for leadership positions.  

Positions we will be voting on shortly: 

Chair-Elect - This is the second-in-command who serves for one year in the elect position and 
then ascends to chair for two years.  

Governing Councilor - This is a 2-year term for a person who represents the section and votes 
for us on the APHA Governing Council. The GC meetings are at the Annual Meeting and during 
a Summer call. This person should be willing to attend the next two APHA Annual meetings. 

Section Councilor – This is a 3-year term for people who help direct the Section. Each Councilor 
will be involved with an aspect of running the Section and will assist in projects. 

Student Liaison – This is a 1-year position that promotes the section to the Student Assembly, 
coordinates student involvement in the section, and advocates for students in the Section. Must 
be a student member of APHA. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at cklugman@depaul.edu; 773-
325-4876.  

Policy Committee 
 
The Policy Committee would like to thank all Ethics Section members who participated in the 
initial review of 2018 proposed APHA policy statements.  We were able to successfully provide 
thorough reviews of 8 of the 24 proposed policies and recommend two (A5: The Environmental 
and Occupational Health Impacts of the Unconventional Oil and Gas Industry and B1: Reducing 
Suicides by Firearms) for Ethics Section endorsement.  

The Ethics Policy Committee will have another chance to review final drafts of proposed policies 
in October before the 2018 Annual meeting. All members are invited to participate as part of four 
teams that will work to review all policies that are submitted for consideration in the fall. This is a 
great committee to join if you are looking to expand your commitment to APHA as we work to 
develop and review policies that could be adopted by the wider APHA organization. More 
information is forthcoming. Please send any questions you may have to Andrea Lowe, Policy 
Chair at andrealowe48@gmail.com.  

Communications Committee 
 
The Communications Committee, chaired by the section’s secretary, is responsible for putting 
together the quarterly newsletter and maintaining the section’s social media presence. Given the 
influx of potential news and research to post and share, the communications committee would 

mailto:seortiz@psu.edu
mailto:cklugman@depaul.edu
tel:773-325-4876
tel:773-325-4876
mailto:andrealowe48@gmail.com
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like to extend a special thank you to Victoria McDonald for her work in identifying and sharing 
articles of likely interest to section membership. Victoria is an MPH student in the Department of 
Health Behavior at the University of Alabama at Birmingham.  
 
Like us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/) and follow us on Twitter 
(@APHAEthics).  And, as always, please ensure your APHA Connect settings allow you to 
receive emails when announcements are posted to the group. A visual guide for doing so can be 
found here.  
 
Ethics Code Task Force 
 
As one of its first projects as a full-fledged Section, the APHA Ethics Section initiated a review 
and revision of the Public Health Code of Ethics in 2015. This spring, as part of the task force’s 
engagement plan, we engaged the public health community for review and comment on 
the initial draft revision (PDF). The survey solicited feedback on key areas of the draft code and 
provided opportunities for additional commentary. The public comment period has concluded and 
the Task Force reports receiving generally positive feedback, with some concerns noted that will 
be addressed in next version. Several comments applauded efforts to root public health practice 
and orientation in the research on the social determinants of health.  
 
The task force thanks all individuals and organizations for their thoughtful feedback.  We will begin 
revisions this summer and provide an update of our progress at the Annual Meeting in November. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to the ECTF if you have questions or would like to share a 
comment: 
 
Bruce Jennings (bruce.jennings@vanderbilt.edu); Lisa M. Lee (PHCodeofEthics@gmail.com); 
Erika Blacksher (erika.blacksher@gmail.com); and Jim Thomas (jim.thomas@unc.edu). 
 
Accreditation Task Force 
 
The task force has met twice since the annual meeting and, using the Model Curriculum as a 
base, developed a list of ten topical areas that may not be sufficiently covered (e.g., climate 
change, animal research, maternal and infant health and mortality, nutrition and health etc.). A 
survey will be created to solicit feedback on the proposed areas—more information forthcoming.  

A Final Note 
 
Anything we missed that ought to have been included? Let us know: pavela@uab.edu. We can 
send out a separate announcement to all members or put it in the next newsletter. Until then! 

https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B10qISe34nUXT0d5Z1RKdlVVNDg/view?usp=sharing
mailto:bruce.jennings@vanderbilt.edu
mailto:PHCodeofEthics@gmail.com
mailto:erika.blacksher@gmail.com
mailto:jim.thomas@unc.edu
mailto:pavela@uab.edu
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