
 
June 2017 Newsletter  

 
Summer Greetings from the APHA Ethics Section! 

 
Dear Members of the Ethics Section,  
 
As we approach the 145th Annual Meeting in Atlanta, our 
section has been hard at work putting together conference 
sessions, organizing section elections, and working with other 
sections to develop and review APHA policy proposals. The 
June newsletter includes updates on all these activities and 
more, as well as other news of likely interest to our members.  
 
We want to extend a special thank you to all those who 
volunteered your time and experience as nominees for 
leadership positions (and to all those who voted in this year’s 
elections)! The success and effectiveness of our section, like 
all APHA sections, depends on the contributions of its 
members. (And for a detailed summary of section membership, 
see Dr. Harry Perlstad’s update below or click here).  
 
We’re still awaiting the results of the election and are eager to 
begin working with our newly elected colleagues. For those not 
elected this go-around, please consider getting involved in the many other positions available, including 
positions on the Policy Committee and Membership Committee. More information on how to do so is 
below.  
 
And don’t forget! In addition to newsletters, we also maintain a Facebook and Twitter presence.  Like us on 
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/) and follow us on Twitter (@APHAEthics). Have 
something you want to share or interested in helping the section build its social media presence? Email me 
to volunteer! pavela@uab.edu.  
 
Program Planning Committee 
 
At this year's Annual Meeting the Ethics Section will have an exciting mix of sessions including a round 
table and student poster session. Session topics range from ethical challenges in research, to 
environmental justice, to social justice and human rights. A call for moderators will go out in July. Stay 
tuned for information regarding a Section dinner/social. Click here for the program.  
 
Have questions or want to volunteer for the program planning committee? Please contact Dr. Betty-Wolder 
Levin, Chair, Program Planning Committee (betty.levin@sph.cuny.edu). An overall goal of the programming 
committee is to attract new section members with thoughtful and timely conference programming. For this 
reason and many others, it’s an important committee, and volunteers are much appreciated.  
 
Membership Committee 
 
We’re looking for a new chair of the membership committee. Among other responsibilities, this position 
curates a list of members periodically distributed by the APHA. This list is searchable, allowing us to keep 
track of section membership and identify new members. We’d like to use this information to send our new 
members introductory materials and contact individuals whose memberships will soon expire. If you have 
experience with Excel, you’re well suited to help manage the list. The membership chair is also on a 
quarterly call about broader APHA membership issues as part of the APHA Committee on Membership. 

https://apha.confex.com/apha/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Program/1661
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Program/1661
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B10qISe34nUXclBDTzJtMW80WkNuWklXcG1SdkVzdFRXWk5B
https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/
mailto:pavela@uab.edu
https://apha.confex.com/apha/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Program/1661
mailto:betty.levin@sph.cuny.edu
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Some background on membership types: APHA has five membership categories: regular (RE), regular 
income less than $45,000 (RE2), student (ST), early career professional (ECP), and retired (RT).  In addition, 
some members may join through their state affiliates (AF).  Early career membership is available for three 
consecutive years and student membership up to six years per degree.  
 
In April 2016, the Ethics Section had a total of 459 members which dropped to 417 by September 2016.  
This loss may be the result of members who joined to present papers at the 2015 annual meeting but failed 
to renew for the 2016 meeting, possibly because they did not have a paper accepted.  Since last September 
we have lost a total of 15 members most of whom did not renew through a state affiliate.  For a summary 
of membership changes since last April please click here for Harry’s full report. 
 
This will be my last report since I have been elected to serve as a Governing Councilor for the Section.  I 
will be happy to assist my successor. 
 
Nominations Committee 
 
We recently completed elections for a chair-elect, governing councilor, secretary, section councilors, and a 
student liaison. Once APHA releases to the results to individual winners and the winners contact current 
section leaders, we’ll be able to introduce them to the section. APHA anticipates getting the results in mid-
July. 
 
Over 300 candidate statements were submitted across all sections of the APHA, many of which were for 
contested positions. There were, however, a few problems. First, the vendor that APHA uses to manage 
elections did not upload candidate statements in real time, creating some confusion about the actual 
number of candidates.  Second, the credentials of some candidates were not properly included on the 
balloting. Craig Klugman, chair of the nominations committee, and other sections leaders are aware of the 
issue and we will make an effort to have them addressed by APHA in the upcoming election cycle.  
 
Policy Committee 
 
The Ethics Section Policy Committee is seeking new members to join our exciting Committee. This is a 
great committee to join if you are looking to expand your commitment to APHA as we work to develop 
and review policies that could be adopted by the wider APHA organization. We are currently working on 
collaborating with other sections to develop and review policy proposals and providing in-person and 
written comments during the APHA Joint Policy Committee (JPC) hearings during the annual conference.  
 
Our next call will be held on Tuesday, August 1st at 12:00 PM EDT as a mid-year policy committee 
training.  
 
We invite all Ethics Section members to join us on this call. If interested in learning more or participating 
on the Committee, please contact Andrea Lowe at andrealowe48@gmail.com.  
 

APHA Action Board 
 

• The Action Board "Policy Work Group" is drafting and will disseminate a survey to all APHA Sections and 
Affiliates to learn about the challenges with developing, reviewing, and participating in the APHA policy 
development process. Our goal is to complete the survey process before the annual meeting so that finding 
and recommendations can be discussed at the Action Board meeting in November. 

• APHA members are urged to continue to be steadfast advocates as proposed and affirmed changes 
impacting the public's health (including legal, regulatory, administrative, policy and programmatic) at the 
federal, state and local levels 

• The APHA Public Health Action Campaign (PHACT) officially begins once the Congressional summer 
recess begins, however, the PHACT campaign is not limited to Congressional recesses.  

• Ethics Section members have extensive resources prepared by the APHA Government Affairs staff 
including the following which can be accessed through the Policy and Advocacy tab on the APHA website. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B10qISe34nUXclBDTzJtMW80WkNuWklXcG1SdkVzdFRXWk5B
mailto:andrealowe48@gmail.com
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Below is the text from the APHA website with links to different resources for ready access: 
 
 

Join APHA members, Affiliates and other advocates in educating members of Congress on important 
public health issues that help build and maintain healthy communities. Reach out to your 
congressional leaders to express support for protecting critical funding for public health agencies and 
the Prevention and Public Health Fund, addressing the health impacts of climate change and 
protecting the Affordable Care Act. When we all raise our voices together, our leaders in Congress are 
more likely to listen! 
 
The Public Health Action, or PHACT, campaign gives you the tools you need to talk to your members 
of Congress about the importance of public health.  

Meet with your members of Congress or their staff. 

Attend a public forum or town hall and ask a question. Call the district offices of 
your senators and representative to request a list of events near you. Review these tips for speaking at 
a town hall or public meeting (PDF). 

Submit an op-ed to your local paper. For a template letter or technical assistance, 
email mediarelations@apha.org. Learn tips for writing op-eds and letters to the editor. 

Use Facebook or Twitter to engage your members of Congress. 

Short on time? Send an action alert message to your members of Congress, or call your members of 
Congress and use the action alert message as a phone script. 

Find out how public health funding is faring in your state with our PHACT state fact sheets. 
See how APHA members are speaking out. 
 
Share your story: Email us at phact@apha.org. Tell us about your involvement in the PHACT 
campaign. 
PHACT PRIORITIES 

PUBLIC HEALTH FUNDINGPREVENTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH FUND/AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND HEALTH     

 

MORE RESOURCES 

SHARE THESE INFOGRAPHICS 

GET INVOLVED 

CHECK OUT THE PHACT CAMPAIGN WEBINARS 

MORE ADVOCACY RESOURCES" 

 

 

 

 

https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/sampleemailrequestingameeting.ashx
https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/phact/phact_public_forum_questions.ashx
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/townorpublicmeeting.ashx
https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/townorpublicmeeting.ashx
mailto:mediarelations@apha.org
https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/phact/oped_tips.ashx
https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/phact/lte_tips.ashx
https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/phact/phact_facebook_guide.ashx
https://www.apha.org/%7E/media/files/pdf/advocacy/phact/phact_twitter_guide.ashx
http://action.apha.org/site/PageNavigator/Advocacy
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign/state-fact-sheets
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/members-speak-out
mailto:phact@apha.org
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign#acc-C86A550EF6944412BC3803668A400CB9
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign#acc-C86A550EF6944412BC3803668A400CB9
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign#acc-B71C10C2B9F246D48D61DA09B32D6151
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign#acc-F890C9876E01440EB36952138E8C32BF
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign#acc-70A8F5A3E27448BB93F96EEF3309713F
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign#acc-50D4C6581C924E12B7ED387BD62B0D59
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/advocacy-for-public-health/phact-campaign#acc-E40DFB05AF044C5B89B3FE6FC09043BB
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APHA Joint Policy Committee (JPC) 
 
• The Science Board and the JPC held its spring meeting (May 3-5) to review proposed policy 

statements and members' comments.  
• Letters to authors with JPC/Science Board comments were sent to authors ~ May 26th.  
• Policies which received a 'negative' assessment were informed about the June 9th deadline for 

notifying JPC of intent to continue through the policy review process.  
• The deadline for submitting "Late-Breaking" new policy proposals is October 25 by 11:59 pm. (Here is 

the link to the description of and details about late-breaking new policy proposals.   
• Public hearings for proposed policies will be conducted at the APHA Annual meeting in Atlanta 

on November 5th.  
 
From the Communications Committee 
 
Quinetra Gathers, an MPH student at the University of Alabama at Birmingham has been hard at work 
scouring the web for ethics-related news stories and helping Greg Pavela maintain our section’s Twitter 
and Facebook accounts. Like us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/) and follow us on 
Twitter (@APHAEthics).  And please SHARE our posts and tweets. 
 
And, as always, please ensure your APHA Connect settings allow you to receive emails when 
announcements are posted to the group. A visual guide for doing so can be found here.  
 
 
APHA News 
 
Annual Meeting Student Scholarships  
 
The Annual Meeting Student Scholarship application is now open! The Student Assembly is expecting 
over 300 scholarship applications this year and, as in years past, are requesting the help of APHA 
leaders to score the applications. Please review the official request letter attached. You will find additional 
information as well as important deadlines listed in the letter.  
 
If you are interested in being a scholarship reviewer, please RSVP here no later than Wednesday, July 
12, 2017. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Rachel Reed at rmitchapha@gmail.com. 
Thank you all in advance for your help! [Click here for more information]. (Text shared by Greg Pavela on 
behalf of Rachael Reed) 
 
Final Note 
 
Anything we missed that ought to have been included? Let us know: pavela@uab.edu. We can send out 
a separate announcement to all members or put it in September’s newsletter. Until then! 
 
 

https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-statement-development-process/late-breakers
https://www.apha.org/policies-and-advocacy/public-health-policy-statements/policy-statement-development-process/late-breakers
https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B10qISe34nUXT0d5Z1RKdlVVNDg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B10qISe34nUXT3FlNGpfNVlrT2VDY2NxYVlNY25oekNLcUI0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdQqlnH7uRXlHDgKP-vzqZTeBHtfrH_tJxJBqSEnla83mU5eg/viewform
mailto:rmitchapha@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B10qISe34nUXT3FlNGpfNVlrT2VDY2NxYVlNY25oekNLcUI0
mailto:pavela@uab.edu

