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Greetings from the APHA Ethics Section! 
 

I’m happy to introduce myself as your new Section Chair. As many of you know in 
2015, Ethics made the leap from SPIG to Section.  This change gives the Section a 
greater impact on APHA policy and governance and an opportunity to bring issues of 
importance to us to a broader audience of public health professionals.  Our first year 
and a half has been in equal parts exciting and challenging as we adjust to the 
expansion of our membership, new roles and responsibilities within APHA and more 
formal procedures of governing our group. 
 

One of the most pressing issues for our Section is to improve communications with our members and in 
order to accomplish this we have created the newsletter, will be doing outreach to get all our members on 
board with APHAConnect (our primary tool for staying in touch) and will be holding a monthly leadership 
team conference call to keep up to date with all the exciting work of our committees and working groups. 
 
In addition to improving Section communications, we are also working to strengthen and expand our 
leadership team, committees and working groups.  In order to do this we need YOU to get involved.  Below 
you will see brief reports from each of our committees and working groups along with requests for volunteers 
and contact information.  Please reach out and let us know how you want to participate!  There is so much 
more to the Ethics Section than just APHA Annual Meeting.  Get involved! 
 
Feel free to email me with comments or questions about the Ethics Section. I look forward to working with 
you all.   
 
Stephanie St. Pierre MDiv, MPH 
Ethics Section, Chair 2017 -- 2019 
sstpierre@stpierregroup.org 
 
Message from the Secretary- Gregory Pavela 
 
Greetings! I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve as secretary for the APHA Ethics section. As secretary, 
I hope to continue and build upon the communications strategies used by the outgoing secretary, Karen 
Meagher to facilitate collaboration between members, find volunteer opportunities for new members, and 
ultimately grow section membership. You should receive regular updates about the status of committees, 
volunteer opportunities, and information about section activities at this year’s annual meeting in Atlanta. If 
you would like help with publicizing an announcement or need assistance connecting with other members 
or committee leadership, please don’t hesitate to email (pavela@uab.edu) or call (205)-934-6032. 
 
Staying connected: In addition to regular email newsletters, we also maintain a Facebook and Twitter 
presence.  Like us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/) and follow us on Twitter 
(@APHAEthics). Interested in helping the section build its social media presence? Email me to 
volunteer! pavela@uab.edu 

 
From the Awards Committee 

 
The Section Awards Committee needs your help to identify and nominate individuals for awards to be 
presented at the 2017 Annual Meeting.  See below for information about our awards. 
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Distinguished Career Award 
 

Description: The Distinguished Career Award recognizes an APHA member's outstanding support 
and inspiration to the practice and integration of ethics in the area of public health.  The award 
recognizes work that has promoted or significantly contributed to ethics in public health within or 
outside APHA.  The awardee will be invited to speak at one of the designated ethics section 
presentations at APHA.  
 
Criteria: The nominee demonstrates all of the following qualities: 

 Contributed to the support and integration of ethics in public health  
 Inspired the practice of ethics in public health 
 Catalyzed action resulting in increased understanding of public health ethics inside or 

outside of APHA 
 
Outstanding Practice in Public Health Ethics  
 

Description: The Outstanding Practice in Public Health Ethics award recognizes exemplary 
integration of ethical theory and behavior in a specific area of public health. The work of the 
nominee must have been shared at the regional, national, or international level.      
 
Criteria: The nominee demonstrates both of the following qualities: 

 Applied ethical framework in a specific area of public health 
 Presented work at the regional, national, or international level 

 
The Daniel Swartzman Public Health Ethics Lecture 
 

Description: The Daniel Swartzman Public Health Ethics Lecture recognizes higher education 
faculty and staff for displaying excellence in teaching public health ethics in a college/university 
setting. The nominee expands the application of ethics in public health, demonstrates leadership 
in the public health ethics community, and brings public health ethics concerns to policy making. 
The Lecture is held in the spring at the University of Illinois Chicago. The awardee will be the 
featured speaker the year following the nomination. 
 
Criteria: The nominee demonstrates the following qualities: 

 Excellence in teaching public health ethics 
 Demonstrates application of ethics in public health 
 Exhibits leadership in the public health ethics community 
 Advocates for public health ethics in policy making 

 
Have questions or comments?  Want to volunteer? E-mail Jody Vogelzang, Chair, Awards 
Committee (vogelzjo@gvsu.edu). 
 
From the Communications Committee 
 
Introducing our Quarterly Newsletter 
 
This month we inaugurate our new quarterly newsletter. In March, June, September and December, we will 
share updates on activities of our committees and working groups along with other ways the Ethics Section 
is contributing to APHA, our affiliates and the larger public health community.  We hope to facilitate 
collaboration between members, inform you of volunteer opportunities, strengthen and grow Section 
membership, and share information about planning and preparing for the Annual Meeting.  
 
Staying Connected and Sharing on Social Media  
 
Please ensure your APHA Connect settings allow you to receive emails when announcements are posted 
to the group. A visual guide for doing so can be found here.  
 

mailto:vogelzjo@gvsu.edu
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In addition to quarterly newsletters and occasional email blasts, the Ethics Section is also on Facebook and 
Twitter.  Like us on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/) and follow us on Twitter 
(@APHAEthics).  And please SHARE our posts and tweets. 
 
Interested in helping the section build its social media presence? Need help publicizing an event or 
announcement?  Need assistance connecting with other members or committee leadership? Want to join 
the Communications Committee as a volunteer?  Email Greg Pavela, Ethics Section Secretary 
(pavela@uab.edu) or call (205)-934-6032. 
 
From the Membership Committee 
 
The Membership Committee is looking for a new Chair!  Please let us know if you are interested in joining 
the committee or would like to be considered for the role as Chair.   
 
From the Nominations Committee 
 
It’s time again to consider taking on a leadership role in the APHA ethics section. As a new section there is 
much foundational work to be done in defining these roles and the direction of the Section. This year we 
are looking to fill 4 offices. Ideally, we will have multiple people running for each role:  

 
Governing Councilor (1) – This person sits on the APHA Governing Council as one of the 
Section’s representatives. Votes on APHA issues, proposes resolutions, and represents for the 
Section with the G.C.  
 
Section Councilors (2) – Serves as advisors to the Section officials. Assists in the activities and 
governance of the Section. Councilors may be asked to take on specific roles such as chairing the 
nominations committee, coordinating the annual program or other essential work. 
 
Student Liaison (1) – a new role in APHA. This person communicates between the Section and 
the Student Assembly. The idea is to advocate for student involvement in the Section and to 
promote the Section to students.  
 

In the next few weeks, APHA will be sending out a link for self-nomination. Nominations will be open from 
March 22 to April 21.  Voting will take place earlier than usual from May 25 to June 15.   
 
Nominate yourself or someone else and please let us know by sending contact information to Dr. 
Craig Klugman, Nominations Chair (cklugman@depaul.edu). 
 
From the Policy Committee 
 
The Policy Committee needs volunteers to review proposed position statements across APHA sections. 
Review will begin sometime in the spring and summer. The Committee decided not to pursue the “Arts and 
Humanities in Public Health” statement for the 2017 policy process. 
 
The policy committee recently submitted a paper on health inequities to the Joint Policy Committee (JPC) 
for review in April. The JPC “is charged with overseeing the annual policy statement development process. 
It is the Committee’s task to review and assess all proposed and late-breaking policy statements and report 
its final recommendations for adoption to the Governing Council at the Annual Meeting. Policy statements 
adopted through this process provide a record of the Association's stance on a variety of public health 
issues and reflect the diverse interests of the APHA membership.” Please click here for more information 
about the JPC. 
 
Finally, the section has recently endorsed a policy that homelessness is a public health issue.  
 
APHA has released all the policy statements submitted in February for public comment. A total of 21 policies 
were submitted across a variety of topics. All statements can be found here once you log in with your 

https://www.facebook.com/APHAEthics/
mailto:pavela@uab.edu
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https://www.apha.org/about-apha/governance/apha-committees/joint-policy-committee
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member information. Questions or comments or if interested in volunteering, please contact Andrea Lowe, 
Chair, Policy Committee (andrealowe48@gmail.com). 
 
From the Program Planning Committee 
 
Planning for the 2017 Annual Meeting in Atlanta, GA is well under way.  We received over 70 abstracts for 
consideration and are beginning the review process now.  Thank you to all of you who volunteered to act 
as reviewers!  In the coming weeks you should see a call for moderators.  Please consider being a session 
moderator and respond to that call. 
 
Have questions or want to volunteer for the program planning committee? Please contact Betty-Wolder 
Levin, Chair, Program Planning Committee (betty.levin@sph.cuny.edu).  
 
Student Member Committee 
 
The Student Member Committee is looking for volunteers and nominations for a committee Chair!  Please 
contact Yeonwoo Lebovitz, Chair Student Member Committee (ylebo@vt.edu). 
 
APHA News 
 
National Public Health Week is Coming! 
 
The Ethics Section has committed to supporting NPHW by asking our members to share NPHW information 
through sharing on social media and by blogging. 
 
For those of you interested in blogging: 
 

The deadline to submit blogs is Wednesday, March 22.  
The blog submission form can be found here.  
 
Write a 200-300 word piece to be featured on APHA's Public Health Newswire, the APHA 
website, or other communication channels to celebrate National Public Health Week. Blogs 
should highlight this year's theme, "Healthiest Nation 2030," or one of this year's nine topic areas. 
You can take a look at examples from NPHW 2015 and 2016 .   
 

For those interested in joining Twitter Chat: 
 

Follow @NPHW and check out the attached document for more information about what a Twitter 
Chat looks like and how to participate. RSVP for the Twitter Chat here<http://vite.io/k4azyx1dio>. 

 
Social Media tips can be found in the webinar here, led by our Online Marketing Manager (Social Media 
Expert), Patrick Benko. More information on APHA's National Public Health Week can be found 
at: http://www.nphw.org/ 
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